Supplementary
*20/24 studies reported correlation coefficients between telomere length and age using participants from cohort studies or controls from case-control studies. Sizes of data markers are proportional to the inverse of the within-study variance. The overall correlation was calculated by random effects meta-analysis. CI, confidence interval. Degree of adjustment: -unadjusted, + adjusted for sex. †obtained through correspondence; ‡estimated from the t-statistic of the linear association between telomere length and age. Total ( The plotted data show how the strength of the relationship between telomere length and age varies by the selected characteristic. The plotted solid lines indicate the predicted correlation and its 95% confidence interval. Circle size is proportional to the inverse of the within-study variance. CI -confidence interval, NOS, Newcastle-Ottawa Scale, SD -standard deviation. Study quality, the no. of participants, and standard deviation of age collectively explained 80% of the between-study heterogeneity in reported correlations between telomere length and age. The correlation between telomere length and age was: -0.22 (95% CI: -0.27 to -0.16) in studies with a NOS score ≥8; -0.20 (95% CI: -0.25 to -0.14) in studies with >1,000 participants; and -0.16 (95% CI: -0.22 to -0.10) in studies with an standard deviation of age ≥8 years. 
